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• 16 million vines sold for 
California planting in 2021

• 41% White, 59% Red

• Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Chardonnay dominate

• Pinot Noir pulls back 
significantly

• Merlot back on the scene

• SB and PG way behind 
Chardonnay in vine count



• University of Oregon compiles state winegrape acreage 
on behalf of the Oregon Wine Board.

• 39,531 acres were recorded in 2020.

From 
AGG 

Nursery 
Survey

Chardonnay 2,610      2,186          
Pinot Gris 5,460      4,745          
Cabernet Sauvignon 1,539      1,524          
Merlot 762          746             
Pinot Noir 23,552    18,939       
Syrah 1,633      1,557          
Other 3,975      3,623          
Total 39,531    33,320       

2020 Crop Year              
(Over 500 acres)

Planted 
Acres

Harvested 
Acres

20
27

N/A
N/A
226

N/A
33

306

Planted 
Est. 2021



• State winegrape 
acreage is 
compiled by 
Washington 
Winegrowers 
Association.

From 
AGG 

Nursery 
Survey

Chardonnay 7,823          
Pinot Gris 1,958          
Riesling 5,548          
Sauvignon Blanc 2,394          
Viognier 385              
Other White 1,224          
Cabernet Franc 1,133          
Cabernet Sauvignon 20,904        
Malbec 816              
Merlot 9,755          
Pinot Noir 351              
Syrah 5,411          
Other Red 1,899          
Total 59,601        

2021 Crop Year              
(Over 350 acres)

Total Acres 
2021

297                 
25                   

N/A
22                   

N/A
26                   
34                   

107                 
19                   
48                   
78                   

156                 
102                 
914                 

Est. Planted 
in 2021



Interior Flat

Coastal
Back
Up



This is good:

We should
be planting 

approximately 
15,000 to 

18,000 acres 
a year, given 

“normal” 
attrition.



This is good:

We should
be removing 

approximately 
15,000 to 

18,000 acres 
a year based 
on current 

bearing acres.



Forecasting 
acreage to 
exceed our 

target range 
for the 

foreseeable 
future.

Difference is 
we aren’t 
sitting on 

excess 
inventory like 
we were two 
years ago. 

550,000 acres X’s 7 tons/acre = 3.85 million tons









 No increase in total winegrape acreage through 2024.

• Two reasons: decreasing demand, increasing costs

 Central Interior planting skews toward white varieties.

• Red varieties continue to decline in acreage and production.

• Merlot does begin to flatten out in 2024.

 Even for varieties that are being planted, we still do not see 

significant growth rates.







 White varietal growth is stronger than red.

• SB up more in percentage, Chardonnay growing more in acreage.

 Attrition keeps Cabernet Sauvignon acreage flat in the coming years.

 Pinot Noir and Bordeaux blenders continue the trend of modest growth, 

mostly because attrition rate is expected to be less than Cabernet.

 Merlot and Zinfandel continue to decline, as attrition exceeds plantings.



 Newest planting contract activity is not reflected in these numbers.

 Renegotiations and forward contracting activity is abundant.

 Water availability and cost are impossible to quantify and forecast.

 Ag burn prohibition may have an impact on vineyard removal decisions.

 Contract offers have either no “max tons” clause at all or growers 

are allowed to forecast their production and assign their own max.

 There’s less margin today for growers and wineries to share.

 Alternative crops now exist in Lodi and the Delta, just like Fresno.









 Sauvignon Blanc is the fastest growing variety by percentage.

 Using a 3% attrition rate, Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Cabernet 

Sauvignon all shows decent growth (7-8% total) over three years.

 Merlot and Zinfandel continue in decline.

 Pinot Noir’s big acreage jump was in 2021; with lots of young healthy 

Pinot Noir vineyards in the coast, production will continue strong.

 In 2021, there was a shift away from Pinot planting and toward Cab.







• Nothing shows material growth in supply except Bordeaux blenders, and 

that’s on a tiny base of less than 5,000 acres.

• Opportunities may exist to move into the >$25 segment, driven by 

quality and market access.



 Freeze and drought “damaged” vines (short shoots) from the 

previous vintage are anticipated to struggle again in 2022.

 Challenges associated with labor and trucking are significant.

 Continue to see efforts to go “outside of the norm” on varieties as 

well as a lean toward organics, but mostly in small quantities.

 Buyers looking to maintain margins continually shop “cheaper.”

• Coastal shopping interior or Napa/Sonoma going to “other” coastal









 Assuming reasonable attrition of current acres, it is unlikely California 

will grow it’s bearing acreage base over the next three years…..

• But nobody should assume the “new normal” is 3.6 million tons….

• And we don’t need multiple four-million ton crushes either.

 Our supply/demand balance is secure enough currently that it’s 

unlikely anything changes directionally with one crop.

 If we can’t manage to grow wine shipments, the world would still be 

a really good place if we settled in around 3.85 million tons annually.




